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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 15 October 2003 is/are: a)H accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Magneron, U.S. Patent No. 4,061,970. 

Regarding claims 1-20, Magneron discloses a method of facilitating 
communication in an electrical power network having a complex impedance, 
comprising: modifying said complex impedance; and determining whether said 
modifying affected a quality of said communication (col. 2, lines 12-39 and col.3, lines 
55-68 and col. 7,lines 42-65). 

Regarding claim 21 , Magneron discloses a processor for facilitating 
communication in an electrical power network having a complex impedance, 
comprising: a module for determining a quality of communication in said electrical power 
network; and a module for controlling a circuit to modify said complex impedance if said 
quality is below an acceptable threshold (col. 2,lines 12-39 and col.3, lines 55-68 and 
col.7,lines 42-65). 

Regarding claim 22, Magneron discloses a processor for facilitating 
communication in an electrical power network having a complex impedance, 
comprising: a module for advising a transmitter to transmit information via said electrical 
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power network; a module for controlling a circuit to modify said complex impedance; 
and a module for advising said transmitter to retransmit said information (col. 2,lines 12- 
39 and col.3, lines 55-68 and col. 7,lines 42-65). 

Regarding claim 23, Magneron discloses a storage medium that contains 
instructions for controlling a processor for facilitating communication in an electrical 
power network having a complex impedance, comprising: instructions for controlling 
said processor to determine a quality of communication in said electrical power network; 
and instructions for controlling said processor to control a circuit to modify said complex 
impedance if said quality is below an acceptable threshold(col. 2, lines 12-39 and col.3, 
lines 55-68 and col. 7,lines 42-65). 

Regarding claims 24,Magneron discloses a storage medium that contains 
instructions for controlling a processor for facilitating communication in an electrical 
power network having a complex impedance, comprising: instructions for controlling 
said processor to advise a transmitter to transmit information via said electrical power 
network; instructions for controlling said processor to control a circuit to modify said 
complex impedance; and instructions for controlling said processor to advise said 
transmitter to retransmit said informational. 2,lines 12-39 and col.3, lines 55-68 and 
col.7,lines 42-65). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Harris, U.S. Pub. No. 2005/000721 1 , discloses an apparatus and method for in 
process high power variable power division. 

Kommrusch et al., US Patent No. 5,426,404, discloses an electrical circuit using 

low volume multilayer transmission line devices. 
4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joy K. Contee whose telephone number is 
571.272.7906. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 5:30 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on 571 .272.7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JC 




